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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The impact of election 2010 goes far deeper than which party controls the House or the Senate. The incivility and tone of
the 2010 campaign reached a disturbingly new low in American politics. Not only was this evident in the advertising, but
we also saw it in candidate debates and forums and in the public discourse. Voters were overwhelmed by millions of
dollars in negative ads but didn’t know who paid for many of them.

This election demonstrated the critical need to improve our governmental structures. Because of the failure of Congress to
act, there are no disclosure requirements governing the huge amounts of money that the Supreme Court recently turned
loose in American politics. Voters don’t know if their elected officials are in Washington to serve the public interest or the
special interests. Congress must pass the DISCLOSE Act which would restore transparency to U.S. elections by requiring
disclosure of corporate and union spending in candidate elections.

“Our democracy belongs to people -- not special interests,” says Elisabeth MacNamara, president of the National League
of Women Voters. “The League of Women Voters strongly urges Senators to support quick action to enact the
DISCLOSE Act this year.”

Voters, not money, should be at the center of our democracy. The challenges we face together in our towns and in our
nation, will require our continued vigilance. As a leader of the Pasadena Area League of Women Voters, | work
year-round to safeguard democracy and improve civility at all levels of government. As the League's work continues, |
invite others in the community to commit to civic improvement by joining the League. Together we can keep our
community strong, healthy, and vibrant.

Further information is available on the internet: www.lwvpasadenaarea.org The League office at 1353 N. Hill Ave.,
Pasadena, is open weekdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Information also is available by calling 626-798-0965 during those same
hours.

Sincerely,

Yvonne Pine, President
League of Women Voters Pasadena Area
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