
Affordable Housing Tools:
What You Should Know About 
Inclusionary Zoning and General 
Plans



Inclusionary Zoning

a.k.a.

ſI.Z.

ſInclusionary Housing

ſMixed-Income Housing



What is Inclusionary Zoning?

ÅRequirement that new housing development 
include a percentage of affordable units



Why Inclusionary Zoning?

Åñéto encourage the development and availability 
of affordable housing by ensuring that the 
addition of affordable housing units to the Cityôs 
housing stock is in proportion with the overall 
increase in new housing units.ò

~Pasadena M.C. Sect. 17.71.010



Litigation

Palmer/Sixth Street Properties 

v. City of Los Angeles (2009) 



Costa Hawkins Rental Housing Act

ÅCalifornia law enacted in 1995

ÅEliminated strict rent control



What does that have to do with 

Inclusionary Zoning?

ÅResidential landlords may 

ſñestablish the initial rental rate for a 

dwelling unit ò

ſExcept 

¶Where the owner has agreed by contract with city for 

financial assistance



What does this mean?

ÅDirect effect limited to Palmer 

Project and City of Los Angeles

Central City West Specific Plan

ÅéBUT now door is open



Good NewséIs There Any?

ÅDoes NOT apply to:

ſFor sale/ownership housing

ſProjects where owner contracts to restrict rent in 

exchange for financial assistance from city

ſInclusionary requirements in other state laws

ſFees



Whatõs the Fix?

ÅDraft around Palmer decision

ſCity of Los Angeles moving forward 

with city -wide ordinance

ſCounty of Napa 

ÅLegislative amendment to Costa Hawkins

ſExpress exception for Inclusionary Zoning policies



General Plan 

Update

ÅAnother TOOL for 

affordable housing

ÅHappening RIGHT 

NOW in Pasadena

ÅOpportunity to GET 

INVOLVED !



What is a General Plan?

ÅState mandated

ÅñConstitutionò for future 
development

ÅIncludes different elements:

ſHousing

ſLand Use

ſCirculation/Mobility

ſOpen Space

ſConservation

ſNoise, Safety, othersé


